1. The Aztec’s created tenoctitlan; a huge artificial island. Where the occupants lived in apartment style buildings. The city had a population of about 200,000 people during its high point. The city was eventually destroyed by the Spanish. They sent in Cortes and a ship of other Spaniards who were in search of gold and silver. The Aztecs thought that Cortes was the god Quetzalcoatl because in a ledged it was told that he would return in the year “1 reed”. The Spanish gave the Aztecs smallpox which killed a lot of the warriors in tenoctitlan leading to the Spanish taking over. The Aztecs borrowed a lot of their culture from the Culhuacan people when they arrived in the valley of Mexico.
2.
Dear family 

I arrived in the valley of Mexico about a few months ago the boat trip getting here was awful but most of us got here safely.  We were walking through the jungle when we first saw an island with huge temples, when we arrived on the island the people gave us gold necklaces and other valuable things. Something that scared us when we walked past one of the temples was that the whole place smelled of dried blood , we later found out that thousands of people had been sacrificed there we were horrified that this race of people would “sacrifice” themselves for their gods. They had a very impressive way of farming were they would create little islands in shallow water where the crops grow the best , it seems like they grow a lot of beans , maize and squash. The head honcho called himself Moctezuma.
Cortes met Moctezuma on November the 8th  we were very excited but scared at the same time the Aztecs were supposed to be a very powerful force so we didn’t wish to annoy them until we could defeat them. Cortes tried to shake his hand but apparently this isn’t aloud in their society since the men around him stopped Cortes from doing it. The next week we marched through the valley and allied up with the tlaxcalla who are enemies of the Aztec who hated the way Moctezuma demanded a lot of sacrifices and how he treated them. We had gathered about seven thousand troops by the time we marched back into the valley of Mexico. We didn’t know at the time but we had somehow infected the Aztecs with smallpox so a lot of their warriors were unable to fight or were dead. We attacked the Aztec city of tenoctitlan with little boats with cannons on them which we used to invade the city , smallpox must of hurt them a lot since I don’t think if they didn’t contract it we would have been able to win. We defeated them by shear force , our army raided their once strong city.

I hope everything is fine back home.

Sincerely.

3. Human sacrifice played a huge role in the Aztec religion, they did it for a Varity of reasons one being that the gods created them therefore they should give the essence of life (blood) back to the gods. If they failed to do so they feared the sun would not come up the next day. The Aztecs believed that being chosen for sacrifice was a huge honour because you would please the gods and be sent to a special part of 
“heaven”, People were normally sacrificed during each of their 18 festivals.
The Spaniards however didn’t think the same way as the Aztecs they thought that sacrificing people was utterly wrong because they weren’t brought up believing that the world could end if they didn’t do it or that it is a great honour. 

4. some foods that were of Mexican origan that we now have in our diet are chilli based foods , a lot of corn based foods like tortillas. 
